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September 2016, Elk Island Public Schools began work on a Kindergarten - Grade 
12 writing continuum. This initiative was a collaborative endeavour between 
Division leaders, school administrators, classroom teachers, students, and other 
educational partners. 

 
We sincerely thank Prince Edward Island Department of Education for their 
willingness to share their provincial work with us. Their work guided our initial 
stages of developing criteria and writing prompts. 

 
-We thank Sandra Herbst for sharing her expertise and continuum samples 
gathered from other districts across Canada. Our teachers and students have 
greatly benefited from working with Sandra over the last three years. 

 
-And finally, we acknowledge the teachers who collected student writing, the 
students who provided writing samples, and the lead teachers who selected 
student work and developed descriptors to accompany each continuum sample. 

 
Note that this document is a draft copy of the Elk Island Public Schools Writing 
Continuum. This draft will be adapted from time to time to meet the needs of Elk 
Island Public School students and their teachers. Feedback provided by teachers 
will inform future drafts of this continuum. 

 
OVERVIEW 

 
This writing continuum is a tool for students to use as they develop their writing 
skills and for teachers as they plan for writing instruction. This continuum 
illustrates writing development from the very beginning stages of writing to more 
advanced stages. 

 
Progressions between each sample of student writing illustrate small, attainable 
steps to assist teachers in designing group and individualized instruction targeting 
specific writing skills and strategies. As an instructional tool across a school or 
district, the continuum helps all students visualize and describe their current 
writing skills, their eventual learning destination, and aids them identifying possible 
next steps. This continuum is not aligned with grades; instead, it is meant to 
illustrate the phases of writing development which take place over time. 
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TO TEACHERS: USING THE CONTINUUM 
 

To begin to use the continuum in your classroom, first identify on the continuum 
the lowest level of writing skills one or more of your students is currently 
producing. Then, identify the level of writing that most closely resembles the 
writing of your students with the highest level of skills. 

 
From there, choose the two samples below the lowest samples you identified* and 
then identify the two samples above the level of your highest writer(s). This will be 
the range of samples you will be working with at this time. Next, post the 
continuum samples, in order, at students’ eye level. 

 
Once student writing samples are posted on the wall, they are ready to use for 
whole group, small group, or individualized instruction. 

• Each sample may be used as a model text to demonstrate specific skills 
during mini-lessons 

 
• The descriptors for each sample provide students with clarity about the next 

levels of writing development and self-assessment. 
 

• The continuum offers teachers specific comments to use during writing 
conferences and when describing student progress. 

 
• Teachers could use the wall of samples to co-construct criteria with 

students. 
 
 

*It is important to choose two samples below the lowest student’s skills so no 
individual is at the bottom of the range. This ensures that students feel successful 
and see themselves moving forward along the continuum. 
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COMMON QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

1. Are these “exemplars”? 
 

Building a writing continuum is different than building exemplars. 
An exemplar must fit with a rubric for that level, and show clear evidence of the 
specified criteria, such as voice, sentence fluency, and word choice at a 
designated level. 

 
On a continuum, a student can have ‘strong’ word choice and appear as further 
along the continuum than on a later day when precise word choice is used. 
Students begin to understand and provide evidence of being at one point on the 
continuum for one writing skill but at a different point for another skill or strategy. 

 
2. Why are these samples all personal narratives? 

 
We decided to use personal narrative as our continuum genre because it is a type 
of writing all students engage in at every stage in their development. 

 
Students will write a Personal Narrative (Recount) to the following prompt: 

 

K-3 Write about a time in your life that was special to you. Perhaps it was a day 
spent with someone special, a holiday or a celebration that was memorable. 

4-9  Write about a time in your life that was special to you. Perhaps it was a day 
spent with someone special, a holiday or a celebration that was memorable. 
Support your idea with details that show why this time was special to you. 



• I put pencil to paper. 
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• I make some shapes with my pencil. 
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• I draw a picture to show my idea. 

• I tell about my idea. 
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• I draw a picture with details to show my idea. 

• I can tell about my idea. 
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• I draw a picture with details to show my idea. 

• I use scribble writing to tell about my idea. 

• I explain my idea. 
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• I draw a picture with details to show my idea. 

• I write some random letters to tell about my idea. 

• I explain my idea. 
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• I write words to tell about my picture. 
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• I draw a picture with details to show my idea. 
• I copy familiar words to tell about my idea. 
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• I match letters to sounds to tell about my idea. 
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1 of 1 



• I write about more than one idea. 
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• I use some familiar words to tell about my idea. 
• I match letters to sounds to tell about my idea. 
• I use beginning sounds to write my words. 
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• I spell familiar words correctly. 
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• I write pattern sentences. 
• I use a capital letter to start my sentence. 
• I use a period to end my sentence. 
• I put spaces between each word. 
• I sound out new words. 
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• I write a complete idea. 
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• My words match my picture. 
• I use uppercase and lowercase letters to tell about my idea. 
• I use beginning and ending sounds to write my words. 
• I use some familiar words to tell about my idea. 
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• I use some familiar words to tell about my idea. 
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• My words match my picture. 
• I use uppercase and lowercase letters to tell about my idea. 
• I use beginning, middle, and ending sounds to write my words. 
• I put spaces between each word. 
• I use  periods at the end of my sentences. 
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• 
• 
• 

I put spaces between each word. 
I sound out new words. 
I spell familiar words correctly. 
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• I use a capital letter to start my sentence. 
• I use a period to end my sentence. 
• I write a complete sentence. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I write more than one idea. 
I use a capital letter to start my sentence. 
I use a period at the end of my sentences. 
I put spaces between each word consistently. 
I sound out new words. 
I spell familiar words correctly. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I write more than one idea. 
I use a capital letter to start my sentence. 
I use a period at the end of my sentences. 
I put spaces between each word consistently. 
I sound out new words. 
I spell familiar words correctly. 
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• 
• 
• 

I am beginning to use detail to tell about my ideas. 
I sound out new words. 
I spell familiar words correctly. 
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• I write several sentences about one idea. 
• I write complete sentences with a capital at the beginning and a period at the end. 
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• 
• 

I write several completed sentences about one idea. 
I am beginning to use words such as: first, next, then, and finally to order the events of my 
writing. 
I use different types of punctuation. 
I sound out new words. 
I spell familiar words correctly. 

• 
• 
• 
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• 
• 

I write several completed sentences about one idea. 
I am beginning to use words such as: first, next, then, and finally to order the events of my 
writing. 
I use different types of punctuation. 
I sound out new words. 
I spell familiar words correctly. 

• 
• 
• 
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• I may use speech bubbles in my picture to match my idea. 
• I use words such as: first, next, then, and finally to order the events of my writing. I also am 

beginning my vary my sentence beginnings. 
• I am beginning to use descriptive words to tell about my ideas (ex. “Next we had a snack and 

we had peanut butter apples and apple juice.”). 
• I use different types of punctuation. 
• I spell most words correctly. 
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• I may use speech bubbles in my picture to match my idea. 
• I use words such as: first, next, then, and finally to order the events of my writing. I also am 

beginning my vary my sentence beginnings. 
• I am beginning to use descriptive words to tell about my ideas (ex. “Next we had a snack and 

we had peanut butter apples and apple juice.”). 
• I use different types of punctuation. 



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I use descriptive words to tell about my ideas (ex. there was a sterict helping teacher). 
I use bold text to show expression. 
I am beginning to use quotation marks to show someone is talking. 
I use different types of punctuation. 
I spell most words correctly. 
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• 
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I use descriptive words to tell about my ideas (ex. there was a sterict helping teacher). 
I use bold text to show expression. 
I am beginning to use quotation marks to show someone is talking. 
I use different types of punctuation. 
I spell most words correctly. 
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I use descriptive words to tell about my ideas (ex. there was a sterict helping teacher). 
I use bold text to show expression. 
I am beginning to use quotation marks to show someone is talking. 
I use different types of punctuation. 
I spell most words correctly. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
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I use descriptive words to tell about my ideas (ex. there was a sterict helping teacher). 
I use bold text to show expression. 
I am beginning to use quotation marks to show someone is talking. 
I use different types of punctuation. 
I spell most words correctly. 
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• I start my sentences in a variety of ways. 
• My writing has a beginning, middle, and ending. 
• My beginning sentences hook the reader. 
• I stretch out the middle of my story with details. 
• My ending wraps up my story. 
• I use interesting action words  (eg. grabed and tubled). 



• I use my voice in my writing to add emotion. 
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• I start my sentences in a variety of ways. 
• My writing has a beginning, middle, and ending. 
• My beginning sentences hook the reader. 
• I stretch out the middle of my story with details. 
• My ending wraps up my story. 
• I use interesting action words  (eg. grabed and tubled). 



• I use commas to create lists of three or more items. (eg.,There was Bullfrogs, lizards 
and other weird or neet amphibians and reptiles). 
I use capital letters to start my sentences and end my sentences with a variety of 
punctuation (eg., !, ., ?). 
I have a topic sentence and a concluding sentence to bookend the piece. 

• 

• 
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• I use commas to create lists of three or more items. (eg.,There was Bullfrogs, lizards 
and other weird or neet amphibians and reptiles). 
I use capital letters to start my sentences and end my sentences with a variety of 
punctuation (eg., !, ., ?). 
I have a topic sentence and a concluding sentence to bookend the piece. 

• 

• 
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• 
• 

I have a strong and expressive voice (eg.,”You can still see the mark it made!”). 
I have a variety of different sentence lengths to add interest.(eg. “It was sooo 
yummy! Mmm!”). 
I use specific vocabulary related to my topic. (eg., Eid, Mamoo, Nani (grandma)). • 
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• 
• 

I have a strong and expressive voice (eg.,”You can still see the mark it made!”). 
I have a variety of different sentence lengths to add interest.(eg. “It was sooo 
yummy! Mmm!”). 
I use specific vocabulary related to my topic. (eg., Eid, Mamoo, Nani (grandma)). • 
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• I used strong words (eg., suggested, elected). 
• The events of my story are in the order they happened. 
• I added some details to make my writing more clear (eg.,”I saw a brown and orange 

cat hiding under the couch.”). 
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• 
• 

I paint a clear picture by using precise words (eg., squated, whining, squinted). 
I’m beginning to use transition words to link ideas (eg., Afterwards, after, four hours 
later). 
I started my sentences in different ways. 
I build the reader’s anticipation. 

• 
• 
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• 
• 

I paint a clear picture by using precise words (eg., squated, whining, squinted). 
I’m beginning to use transition words to link ideas (eg., Afterwards, after, four hours 
later). 
I started my sentences in different ways. 
I build the reader’s anticipation. 

• 
• 
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• 
• 

I paint a clear picture by using precise words (eg., squated, whining, squinted). 
I’m beginning to use transition words to link ideas (eg., Afterwards, after, four hours 
later). 
I started my sentences in different ways. 
I build the reader’s anticipation. 

• 
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• 
• 

I use interesting words to create voice (eg., epic, surprisingly). 
I explore the use of transition words (eg., ordinal numbers, finally). 
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• 
• 

I use interesting words to create voice (eg., epic, surprisingly). 
I explore the use of transition words (eg., ordinal numbers, finally). 
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• 
• 

I create a beginning with word choice that will capture the reader’s attention. 
I maintain my topic through the entire piece and help it flow with time phrases (eg., 
“This afternoon…”  and “the night came”). 
I choose words to show my emotions (eg., “dashed”, “begged”, “excited”). • 
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• 
• 

I create a beginning with word choice that will capture the reader’s attention. 
I maintain my topic through the entire piece and help it flow with time phrases (eg., 
“This afternoon…”  and “the night came”). 
I choose words to show my emotions (eg., “dashed”, “begged”, “excited”). • 
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• I express my emotions in different ways with conventions (eg., IT’S MY BIRTHDAY!”) 
and word choice (eg., I screamed out, “thank you I love it.”). 
I use a variety of sentence beginnings to help the events flow. 
I am beginning to use quotation marks to show unfolding events. 

• 
• 
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• I express my emotions in different ways with conventions (eg., IT’S MY BIRTHDAY!”) 
and word choice (eg., I screamed out, “thank you I love it.”). 
I use a variety of sentence beginnings to help the events flow. 
I am beginning to use quotation marks to show unfolding events. 

• 
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• 
• 

I organize my writing sequentially to help my reader follow events. 
I use word choice to experiment with voice (eg., the ‘talk to the reader’ voice as in “if 
you want to go on you have to step into a capsule that they lock you into…”). 
I include descriptive language to draw my reader in (eg., “it spun you around and you 
fall through a big hole and into a little pool”). 

• 

46 Elk Island Public Schools 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 of 2 



• 
• 

I organize my writing sequentially to help my reader follow events. 
I use word choice to experiment with voice (eg., the ‘talk to the reader’ voice as in “if 
you want to go on you have to step into a capsule that they lock you into…”). 
I include descriptive language to draw my reader in (eg., “it spun you around and you 
fall through a big hole and into a little pool”). 
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• I use techniques to add voice to my writing (eg., ‘leaking’ the writer’s thoughts as in “I 
thought to myself, no matter what…”). 
I use correct conventions and begin to use paragraphs to guide readers smoothly through my 
writing. 
I write a purposeful beginning and ending paragraph to satisfy my reader. 

• 

• 
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• I use techniques to add voice to my writing (eg., ‘leaking’ the writer’s thoughts as in “I 
thought to myself, no matter what…”). 
I use correct conventions and begin to use paragraphs to guide readers smoothly through my 
writing. 
I write a purposeful beginning and ending paragraph to satisfy my reader. 

• 

• 
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• I order my events sequentially and include words like “later” and “the next day” to 
help my reader visualize. 
I include many ideas with specific details that  paint a clear picture. 
I use word choice to enhance my voice (eg., “I still get the creeps thinking about it”) 
and to imply emotions (eg., “It was okay but it was my sister’s idea”). 

• 
• 
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• I order my events sequentially and include words like “later” and “the next day” to 
help my reader visualize. 
I include many ideas with specific details that  paint a clear picture. 
I use word choice to enhance my voice (eg., “I still get the creeps thinking about it”) 
and to imply emotions (eg., “It was okay but it was my sister’s idea”). 

• 
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• 
• 

I choose my ideas intentionally to highlight key events. 
I purposefully create an introduction and conclusion that establishes connections to 
past events in my life (eg., as with memoir as in “it kind of like a tradition every year” 
and “I couldn’t wait to see what tomorrow would bring.”). 
I choose precise words and expressions to create vivid images. • 
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• 
• 

I choose my ideas intentionally to highlight key events. 
I purposefully create an introduction and conclusion that establishes connections to 
past events in my life (eg., as with memoir as in “it kind of like a tradition every year” 
and “I couldn’t wait to see what tomorrow would bring.”). 
I choose precise words and expressions to create vivid images. • 
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• I purposefully use sentences that summarize events and images and imply 
connections between people (eg., “Let me tell you that her dad was a hard judge to 
get a ten from.”). 
I clearly establish time and place and maintain it with precise details. 
I use word choice to create voice and a natural flow to the unfolding story. 

• 
• 
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• I purposefully use sentences that summarize events and images and imply 
connections between people (eg., “Let me tell you that her dad was a hard judge to 
get a ten from.”). 
I clearly establish time and place and maintain it with precise details. 
I use word choice to create voice and a natural flow to the unfolding story. 
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• I use strong words to enhance my writing and create mood and voice (eg., adjectives - 
sweaty and adverbs - nervously). 
I create a purposeful and descriptive introductory and concluding paragraph. 
I use vivid details to create visual images for my audience. 

• 
• 
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• I use strong words to enhance my writing and create mood and voice (eg., adjectives - 
sweaty and adverbs - nervously). 
I create a purposeful and descriptive introductory and concluding paragraph. 
I use vivid details to create visual images for my audience. 

• 
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• 
• 
• 

I correctly use quotation marks and paragraphs to show dialogue. 
I use figurative language to enhance my writing (e.g., Onomatopoeia: RIINNGG!). 
I use connecting words to link my ideas. (e.g. as the night went on, finally, now) . 
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• 
• 
• 

I correctly use quotation marks and paragraphs to show dialogue. 
I use figurative language to enhance my writing (e.g., Onomatopoeia: RIINNGG!). 
I use connecting words to link my ideas. (e.g. as the night went on, finally, now) . 

59 Elk Island Public Schools 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 of 4 



• I use connecting words to link my ideas. (e.g. as the night went on, finally, now) 
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• I correctly use quotation marks and paragraphs to show dialogue. 
• I use figurative language to enhance my writing (e.g., Onomatopoeia: RIINNGG!) 
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• I use connecting words to link my ideas. (e.g. as the night went on, finally, now) . 
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• I correctly use quotation marks and paragraphs to show dialogue. 
• I use figurative language to enhance my writing (e.g., Onomatopoeia: RIINNGG!). 
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• 
• 
• 

I actively revise my writing to improve the quality of my work. 
I use a variety of punctuation marks. 
I use verbs appropriately to convey meaning (e.g., concurred, trudging, whimpered, 
howled). 
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• 
• 
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I actively revise my writing to improve the quality of my work. 
I use a variety of punctuation marks. 
I use verbs appropriately to convey meaning (e.g., concurred, trudging, whimpered, 
howled). 
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• 
• 
• 

I actively revise my writing to improve the quality of my work. 
I use a variety of punctuation marks. 
I use verbs appropriately to convey meaning (e.g., concurred, trudging, whimpered, 
howled). 
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• 
• 
• 

I am starting to use a variety of sentence starters (e.g., Gracefully, Eventually). 
I write my events in a sequential manner. 
I organize my ideas into paragraphs. 
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• 
• 
• 

I am starting to use a variety of sentence starters (e.g., Gracefully, Eventually). 
I write my events in a sequential manner. 
I organize my ideas into paragraphs. 
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• I intentionally use transition words so my writing flows (e.g., when we arrived, the 
next hour, after our friends got there). 
I choose words that add detail to my writing (e.g., Adverbs: happily, politely; Adjectives: 
Magnificent). 
I organize my thoughts into paragraphs. 

• 

• 
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• I intentionally use transition words so my writing flows (e.g., when we arrived, the 
next hour, after our friends got there). 
I choose words that add detail to my writing (e.g., Adverbs: happily, politely; Adjectives: 
Magnificent). 
I organize my thoughts into paragraphs. 
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• 
• 
• 

I am beginning to organize my sequential events into paragraphs. 
I am starting to use a variety of punctuation in my writing. 
I present voice in my writing (e.g., “It was sick;” “just chilled”) . 
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• 
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I am beginning to organize my sequential events into paragraphs. 
I am starting to use a variety of punctuation in my writing. 
I present voice in my writing (e.g., “It was sick;” “just chilled”) . 
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• 
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I am beginning to organize my sequential events into paragraphs. 
I am starting to use a variety of punctuation in my writing. 
I present voice in my writing (e.g., “It was sick;” “just chilled”) . 
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• 
• 
• 

My events are organized sequentially. 
My writing shows voice. 
I spell complex words correctly. 
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My events are organized sequentially. 
My writing shows voice. 
I spell complex words correctly. 
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• 
• 
• 

I write a beginning, middle and end, which are organized into paragraphs. 
I pay attention to conventions most of the time. 
I use appropriate verb tense (e.g., I woke; we ripped; I got). 
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I use appropriate verb tense (e.g., I woke; we ripped; I got). 

76 Elk Island Public Schools 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 of 4 



• 
• 
• 

I write a beginning, middle and end, which are organized into paragraphs. 
I pay attention to conventions most of the time. 
I use appropriate verb tense (e.g., I woke; we ripped; I got). 
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• I intentionally use descriptive language (e.g., There were scrumptious snacks, friendly 
family, and what felt like thousands of choices of party drinks.). 
I organize my writing into paragraphs. 
I correctly use conventions (variety of punctuation, dialogue, commas, etc.). 
I create an ending that purposefully ties events of written piece together. 

• 
• 
• 
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� I use figurative language to help readers create a picture in their minds (e.g., Simile: I rolled 
out of bed like a walrus slipping off a rock…). 

� I can create a purposeful and interesting beginning that establishes the events of my writing. 
� I can format my writing into sequential paragraphs. 
� I use words and expressions that enhance my voice in my writing (e.g., I sprang out of my 

shoes and smothered my parents in kisses and hugs.). 
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• I use figurative language to help readers create a picture in their minds (e.g., Simile: I rolled 
out of bed like a walrus slipping off a rock…). 

• I can create a purposeful and interesting beginning that establishes the events of my writing. 
• I can format my writing into sequential paragraphs. 
• I use words and expressions that enhance my voice in my writing (e.g., I sprang out of my 

shoes and smothered my parents in kisses and hugs.). 



• 
• 
• 

I deliberately choose events for my writing. 
I order my ideas into sequential paragraphs. 
I confidently use complete sentences and have few spelling mistakes, allowing the quality of 
my writing to be sustained and easily readable. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I write confidently and capture/hold my reader’s attention throughout. 
I use purposeful paragraphs. 
I use complex sentences and vary my sentence beginnings and lengths. 
I use proper conventions (spelling, grammar, punctuation), which help to convey meaning. 
I wrote a story and chose words that  touch the reader’s emotions. 
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• 
• 
• 

I use precise descriptive words to create strong images in my reader’s mind. 
I use proper conventions (spelling , grammar, punctuation). 
I create a strong beginning that draws my reader into my story (Bam! My face hit the 
ground...Hard). 
I create a strong ending that ties my story together and leaves the reader feeling satisfied. • 
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• 
• 

I use  transitional words and phrases naturally. 
I know when I could drift off topic and can pull the reader back to the main point using transitional 
words or phrases. 
I continue to use imagery and figurative language in my writing to make it more interesting to the 
reader. 
I use some longer sentences and short sentences on purpose. 
I am attempting to take risks with punctuation. 

• 

• 
• 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I have an interesting title that is related to my writing (not just the title from prompt). 
I explore my topic from more than just my perspective. 
The details I choose to write about help my story to move forward. 
The reader has a clear picture of my characters because of my use of realistic dialogue. 
I use a variety of  transition words and phrases. 
I sometimes use words and phrases that are hold or catch the attention of the reader. 
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I explore my topic in an introspective/thoughtful way; The details I use are accompanied by a reflective 
thought. 
I link my introduction and conclusion by using the same image. My connection is not repetitive. 
I create a recurring image. 
I use words and expressions to create a distinct mood. 
I am use a variety of sentence beginnings. 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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• I explore my topic by connecting my personal experience to a specific event; I understand the 
complexity of the topic. 
I add specific details that allow the reader to understand my topic, even if they are unfamiliar with the 
topic. 
I use varied punctuation in a confident way that that adds to the tension of the piece; I have confident 
control of writing conventions. 
I use transitions to develop the plot. 
I confidently use a variety of sentence types. 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I explore the topic with details that build anticipation with the reader. 
I have used a motif to showcase the growth in character. 
I use narration and dialogue as transitions. 
I purposely create a distinct voice. 
I use language to develop tone. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

I explore this topic using a memoir style. 
I develop ideas by giving fully explained examples. 
I develop ideas insightfully and personally. 
I develop a theme that begins in the introduction and that is revisited in the conclusion. 
I use sentence length for effect. My sentences are consistently controlled. 
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